Policy Regarding Political Activities by Student Organizations

As a private college, St. Olaf permits recognized student groups to use campus facilities for certain partisan political purposes so long as such groups pay the usual and customary charges and otherwise comply with rules applicable to student groups and to use of campus facilities, in accordance with this and other campus policies.

Permitted Activities. 

· Promoting issues, a particular political party and its agenda. 

· Hosting public official visits, hosting candidate visits other than fundraisers. 

· Debates. 

· Registering voters. 

· Getting out the vote other than for a specific candidate, and similar activities.  

· Candidates are permitted in Buntrock Commons but must restrict their campaigning outside of the entrance to Stav Hall only.

Restriction on Use of Allocated Funds.  

St. Olaf provides allocation of funds collected from student services’ fees to recognized student groups through a grants and cosponsorship funding program through the Student Organizations Committee branch of Student Government.  Allocated funds must be used for the recognized student group’s own activities and may not be transferred to or spent to benefit any other organization, individual, or candidate.  In addition, because of campaign finance laws, allocated funds may not be used to provide indirect or in-kind contributions to a particular candidate for public office, a campaign committee, political action committee, PAC, “527” group or a political party unit.

An indirect contribution includes:

· Paying expenses on behalf of the candidate, committee, group or party.

· Providing anything of value without charge, including services, printed materials, facilities, food & drink, use of a computer, use of a mailing list, etc.  

· Volunteer services are not considered an in-kind contribution and are permitted.

If a student group wishes to raise funds so that it can provide direct, indirect or in-kind support to candidates, campaign committees, political action committees, PACs, 527 groups or political party units, they are cautioned that this is an activity that is regulated by the campaign finance laws of Minnesota, for state-level candidates, and the Federal Elections Commission, for federal-level candidates.  If a student group wishes to engage in this type of activity, they are encouraged to seek appropriate counsel to ensure compliance with campaign finance laws.

Use of Campus Facilities for Political Fundraisers.  

A student group that wishes to host a fundraiser for a political candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, PAC, “527” group or political party unit is not permitted to use campus facilities without charge. Doing so constitutes an in-kind campaign contribution from the college, which is not permitted by campaign finance laws.  St. Olaf has established a reasonable charge for use of its facilities and these fees apply to recognized student groups wishing to host a fundraiser for an individual candidate, campaign committee, political action committee, PAC or 527 group.  These fees must be paid either by an individual or by the campaign, committee, group or party directly.  Student groups wishing to host campaign fundraisers are cautioned to coordinate with the individual candidate, committee, group or party regarding other fundraising expenses, such as food, beverages and entertainment, to ensure they are reported and accounted for as required by applicable campaign finance laws.  Again, SOC allocated funds may not be used for any of these purposes.

Posting and Publicity Guidelines

The Buntrock Commons offers a variety of posting/publicity venues.

Flyers:

Please display posters/signs on the following designated Bulletin Boards only:

· Identified spaces in the Post Office Box area

· The Bus waiting vestibule (first level north) 

· Bulletin boards in Student Activities hallway (west end, 2nd level)

· Free standing triangle boards

· Boards located outside of Stav entrance

· Areas designated for specific information, i.e. SGA, for sale, etc., are reserved for their postings only.

· 8.5" x 11", 11" x 17", or 8.5" x 14" signs are limited to 3 per event or group

· Nothing is permitted to be hung on the Crossroads wooden wall.

· Please do not post flyers over other posted flyers!

NO POSTINGS ARE ALLOWED ON ANY GLASS!

Advertising is allowed in designated areas. All postings must be in accordance with college policy. Establishments selling alcohol may post posters which advertise entertainment events and food specials, but cannot advertise cover prices, ID requirements, drink prices, or any other references to alcohol.

Pushpins are encouraged for posting; they are located near the top of each area and additional pins may be obtained from the Commons Director's office. Posting spaces will be updated daily. All postings will be recycled.

Roll Paper/Newspaper-print Signs
· Paper Roll signs can only be hung on the bulletin strips above the PO area and on the railings in Stav Dining Room.

· Maximum 2 roll paper signs for each event (only 1 per designated area)

· Signs and Banners are NOT permitted on the railings in the Crossroads

· Signs will be a maximum 2 1/2 ft x 2 1/2 ft

· All signs MUST be date stamped in the Office of Student Activities

· Maximum 7 day hanging time

· Signs cannot be hung from the railings or wood wall in the Crossroads

· Please use the ladder available in the Student Activities Office to hang your sign. Do not use the Fireside furniture for this.

Campus resources (i.e. the Student Organizations Resource Center) cannot be used for the production of publicity regarding off-campus functions (i.e. the Grand). Any outside/non-college-affiliated group is not permitted to utilize these resources. These supplies and locations are also not available for personal use.

Newsprint signs that do not follow guidelines will be carefully removed and the organization or group responsible for that sign will be contacted and informed as to which guideline has been overlooked. Publicity will be stored and may be collected at the Office of Student Activities. It will be held for three days before it is recycled.

Political Campaign Postings

Literature and flyers regarding off-campus political campaigns, (i.e. US Congressional or Presidential campaigns; state or local offices) are permitted to be posted within the Commons but MUST list the sponsoring recognized campus group. Any postings advocating a particular issue must also identify the sponsoring groups. All postings must follow posting/publicity guidelines listed above. On-campus election campaigns (i.e. Student Government) must follow SGA Election guidelines. These can be obtained from the SGA in the Office of Student Activities.

Taping Regulations

No taping of any kind is permitted except on the balcony railing of the Stav Dining Room. Only tape supplied by the Office of Student Activities is allowed for these hangings. Items found taped will result in the sign being taken down immediately.

Sidewalk Chalking

Any sidewalk chalking around campus must be in open areas and NOT under building entrance overhangs.

P.O. Box Stuffing Policy

Stuffing with small pieces of paper is strongly discouraged! Due to the double occupancy and limited space of the P.O. boxes, there are restrictions for stuffing. They are as follows:

· Only St. Olaf College sponsored items may be mass stuffed. Sponsoring group must be listed on the stuffed item.

· Paper must NOT be smaller than 1/4 sheet of paper.

· Non-St. Olaf College sponsored articles, such as campaign flyers, advertisements, or items for sale, MUST be individually labeled with the student/faculty/staff members name and stuffed by the responsible party.

· All materials sent through campus mail should be alphabetized and bundled. Please keep faculty/staff mail separate from student mail.

· Large stuffings should be done by the organization/department staff. Since morning hours are quite busy with US mail distribution, departmental staff will be allowed into the Post Office after 1 p.m.. Please check with Post Office staff to find out best time before you begin.

Political Campaigning in Residence Halls

Political candidates and members from political parties and organizations are allowed to campaign in the residence halls and may knock on individual student rooms as long as they adhere to the following conditions:

    * May only be in the hall between 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m.

    * Must be escorted at all times by a resident of that residence hall.

    * Will not knock on room doors that display a "No political solicitation" sign.

People not adhering to the conditions above will be escorted from the building by residence life staff or public safety and will be trespassed from campaigning in the residence halls.

Advertising in Residence Halls

Guidelines have been established concerning the posting and distribution of advertising materials in the residence halls. All groups and individuals wishing to publicize in the residence halls must drop off publicity in the residence life offices.

Nothing is permitted to be slid under residence hall room doors.

Minnesota Secretary of State  (Voter Information)
http://www.sos.state.mn.us/home/index.asp?page=4
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